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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, EEC, FR, SP 

SUB J : ETUC RELATIONS WITH FRENCH CGT AND SPANISH WORKERS 
COMMISSIONS 

REF: BRUSSELS 2741 

1 . AT A PRESS CONFERENCE CALLED TO PUBLICIZE ETUC'S 
APRIL 5 EUROPEAN "WORKERACTION DAY" (SEPTEL), TWO 
REPORTERS QUIZZED ETUC GENERAL SECRETARY HINTERS CHEID 
ABOUT ETUC RELATIONS WITH TWO EUROPEAN COMMUNIST LABOR 
GROUPS, THE FRENCH CGT AND THE SPANISH WORKERS' COMMISS- 
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IONS. THE TWO PURSUED THEIR QUESTIONS WITH MORE VIGOR 
THAN IS USUAL FOR JOURNALISTS AT ETUC PRESS CONFERENCES. 

2. ONE REPORTER, WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A JOURNALIST 
ON THE STAFF OF THE FRENCH CGT, WONDERED WHY ETUC 
"FAILED TO ANSWER THE CGT'S WRITTEN REQUEST" IN DECEMBER 
TO BE ALLOWED TO "ASSOCIATE ITSELF" WITH WORKERS' ACTION 
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DAY. ( AS REPORTED IN REFTEL, THE FEBRUARY ETUC 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HAD AUTHORIZED A WRITTEN NEGATIVE 
RESPONSE TO THE CGT, ACCORDING TO AN ETUC SOURCE.) 
HINTERSCHEID REPLIED THAT NO WRITTEN REPLY WAS MADE TO 
THE CGT BECAUSE OF "TECHNICAL'' REASONS, WHICH HE DID NOT 
EXPLAIN, BUT THAT IN ANY CASE THE QUESTION OF WHICH 
UNAFFILIATED GROUPS SHOULD IOIN IN THE APRIL 5 
ACTION DAY "DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON THE NATIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS, NOT ON US." 

3. HE POINTED OUT THAT, IN THE CASE OF SPAIN, AN ETUC 
AFFILIATE IS JOINING WITH A NON-AFFILIATE (THE WORKERS’ 
COMMISSIONS) IN APRIL 5 ACTIVITIES. USING THIS AS HIS 
CUE, ANOTHER PARTICIPANT AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE, WHO 
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A SPANISH JOURNALIST, ASKED WHY 
WORKERS’ COMMISSIONS’ REQUESTS FOR AFFILIATION WITH THE 
ETUC HAVE ALWAYS BEEN REJECTED. 

4. HINTERSCHEID DENIED THAT THE COMMISSION HAS EVER 
MADE A FORMAL AFFILIATION REQUEST TO THE ETUC. THERE 
HAVE BEEN, HE CONCEDED, INFORMAL FEELERS, FIRST IN 1973 
AND THEN AGAIN IN 1975, AND IN BOTH CASES ETUC OFFICIALS 
WERE UNRESPONSIVE, NOT BECAUSE THE COMMISSIONS WERE 
"CLANDESTINE" (SO WERE THE TWO SPANISH ORGANI- 
ZATIONS THAT THE ETUC DID ACCEPT INTO ITS RANKS), BUT 
BECAUSE THEY HAD NO CONSTITUTION, NO STRUCTURE, AND NO 
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KNOWN PROGRAM. 

5. HOWEVER, A FORMAL AFFILIATION REQUEST FROM THE 
WORKERS’ COMMISSIONS MAY BE IN THE WORKS. HINTERSCHEID 
SAID THAT "JUST FIVE MINUTES BEFORE LEAVING THE OFFICE" 

FOR THE PRESS CONFERENCE HE OPENED A LETTER FROM SPAIN 
THAT APPEARED, FROM HIS FRAGMENTARY KNOWLEDGE OF SPANISH, 
TO BE A POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR THE COMMISSIONS TO AFFILIATE 
WITH THE ETUC. 

6. THE FRENCH AND SPANISH QUESTIONERS POUNCED ON THIS 
STATEMENT. WOULD THE ETUC APPROVE THE REQUEST? AND WHAT 
ABOUT THE CGT? CONSIDERING THAT "THE NEED FOR LABOR 
UNITY IS NOW GREATER THAN EVER," WOULD THE ETUC CONTINUE 
A CLOSED-DOOR POLICY? HINTERSCHEID FINALLY SHUT OFF 
QUESTIONS ON THIS SUBJECT BY SAYING: 

-APPROVAL OF AFFILIATION REQUESTS IS A MATTER FOR 
THE ETUC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, AND 
THEN THE ETUC CONGRESS. 

-”I DON’T WANT TO GET INTO A DEBATE ON THE 
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AFFILIATION OF THIS OR THAT ORGANIZATION WITH THE ETUC." 

BESIDES, THE CGT AND THE SPANISH COMMISSIONS "ARE NOT 
THE ONLY ORGANIZATIONS" IN WESTERN EUROPE OUTSIDE THE 
ETUC. 

7. ASKED BY USEC LABOR ATTACHE WHETHER THE WORKERS' 

COMMISSION HAD INDEED SUBMITTED A REQUEST FOR AFFILIATION, 

AN ETUC SOURCE SAID, "I DON'T KNOW, BUT MATHIAS MADE A 
MISTAKE IN SAYING ANYTHING TO THE PRESS WITHOUT BEING 
ABSOLUTELY SURE WHAT WAS IN THAT LETTER." MORRIS 
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